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•January 23 , 196 3 



JAMC.3 KARL RAY; 

marth: luthhp kimp - victim 



residence , 
January 21 
interview; 



'irverend James Revel was interviewed at », 

« r ?«. wii*iSSS;.V 

» i-h9. The following are the results of 



is 

, on 

this 



CIROiJP 1 

Excluded from automatic 
downgrading and 
declassification 
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- EDESAL BUREAU OF JNVESTIGATIG. 



C 0 Nn?V|'N 7 IAL 



Dato_ 



1/23/60 



♦» hi, residence* 1 ** ^ a SKe'"“ *>r ten minutes 

appointments through 31:00 p.m. that day. While the i!lter- 
view was in progress, a woman asked REVEL if he could speak 
to a member of the press. REVEL told her to teU the person 
n the telephone he was tied ud until 11:00 p.m. 

FARL RAY 1 -? E !!5 L Sta ? ed h « bad proof of the innocence of JAMES 
D connection with the murder 1 of his rood frionH 

Reverend MARl-ra LUTHER KINK. BEVEL referred tS KING as ons 

the h rnT ClOSeSt and doar<is t friends. REVEL stated that since 
with' Wd! ' connec ted Ulth the prosecution and he uas involved 
wtth the defense, he felt he should not furnish this in?o?maiion. 

T t was Pointed out to BEVEL that the FBI is an 
investigative agency and does not prosecute anyone. Tt was 
also pointed out to BEVEL that the' EBI is as iweristed in 
proving a person's innocence as proving a person's ?uilt 
BEVEL Wes advised the FBI was interested in obtaining and 
proving all facts possible during any investigation." 

Januirv 1 fi Stat ® d he f en * a telepram to RAY on Saturday, 

htTHZ 1969 ’ and as of the date of the interview, he 

ad received no answer to his telegram. BEVEL stated in 

foI^PAY 1 ^! h e ? lanned to cal1 P ™CY FOREMAN, Attorney 

in Connect ion^with^RAY^s'^defense^ 1 ' 1969> and ° ff * r his Servic ' s 

— T I 3 EVEL stated he would telephone the contacting agents 

B?V^L n s?«ed if •0R^N d d adViSe t if r0RnHAM accfipted hi^offS: 8 

r.u stated if r ORFMAN does not accent his offer to aid the 
J J n ! e ' he > BPVEL, plans to drop the entire matter as he feels 
nf i?S, n °. BOral obl ^Ration towards RAY to produce his evidence 
of RAY's innocence if his offer of help is refused. evldence 

of n A y ' c ,- rt WaS poiT } ted out to BEVEL that if he had evidence 

the court ^prv"?' 8 ’ ^ sh ° uld be brought to the attention of 
the court. RE /EL again stated he would do so only if he was 
allowed to be part of RAY's defense. . y aS 

uII Vt’L stated that at the time M ARTTN LUTHEP KT NT. 

-CONFIDENT TAL- 



0n — 21/ fjJ 0| — P hiladelphia, — ?a. ^ fh.# Philadelphia 44-1368 

BA and 

b v SA 



.Oats dictated 1 / 2 i / 6 9 



ThU do(umtni contains nolthor /•commondolion* no/ conclgtiom ol the F3I ii ,4 . , . Cfl 

Hand i|Cdonl«Rti or« no' »o b. dU'ribolud oultide your oguncy. P P«r y o» lh« FQl and f* loaned »o you / ogoncy. 
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was 
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shot at the Loraine 
the ground underneath 



Motel in Memphia 
the balcony whe 



» be was standing 
re KING was shot.’ 
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-January 77 , 1360 , Special A^ont 
telaphonxcallv attempted to contact '’eve rend Revel 
at approximately 2:30 n.m. The perron annwerinr stated 
Reverend Bevel would not return until 0:00 or 6:00 pm 




concl us ions^of C ? nt ? fns neither recommendations nor 

conclusions o, the FBT . Tt is the property of the TUT -ma 5 , 

loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to hr ‘ 
oistrihutori outside vour agency. 
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UNI D STATES DEPARTMENT OF J TICK 
H.J)K1IAL 11 U R li A U OK INVESTIGATION 




in Hejtiy, I’taut Refer to Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

FiU No. 

January 23, 1369 



Title 


JAMES EARL RAY: 




MARTIN LUTHER KING - VICTIM 


Character 


4 


Reference 


Memorandum ‘dated and captioned as 
above at Philadelphia, Pa. 



All sources (except any listed below) whose identities 
are concealed in referenced communication have furnished reliable 
information In the past* 
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